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Message from the President, Dr. Michelle Picard 
 

The GWRC Board and I want to thank you for the extraordinary work conducting across our ten 
localities focused on effective literacy practices and engaging the community.  We have proud 
to share that our annual conference was a tremendous success.  Meg Medina, award winning 
Cuban American author, served as our keynote speaker: A Life in Children’s Books Teaching, 
Writing, and the Power of Story in Kids’ Lives. Break-out sessions focused on the need for diverse 
stories for our students.  Participants also enjoyed a robust book fair with culturally diverse titles, 
networking with other professionals, meeting publishers and lunch with friends.  

GWRC is focused on three priorities this year: 1) networking professionals and providing 
opportunities for professional learning, 2) sponsoring the creation of home and school libraries 
in areas of need and 3) sustaining our international project with teachers in Guatemala. To our 
first goal, GWRC continues to sponsor monthly professional conversations based on topics 
outlined in the Heinemann Not This, But That series:  

• September: No More Independent Reading Without Support 
• October: No More Phonics Worksheets and No More Letter of the Week 
• November: No More Low Expectations for English Learners 
• January: No More Culturally Irrelevant Teaching 
• March: No More Summer Loss 
• April: Nor More Reading for Junk  

These conversations are facilitated by university professors and literacy professionals in three 
localities: 1) Loudoun/ Fauquier/Fairfax, 2) Prince William/ Fairfax / Manassas City/ Manassas 
Park, and 3) Arlington/Alexandria/ Washington DC/ Falls Church. Registration can be found on 
the website.  

Our second goal is to promote and sponsor home and classroom libraries.  It is widely known 
that access to books is highly correlated with reading proficiency.  We hope that you will join 
us during the following months in book drives and donations for underserved areas.  

Finally, GWRC sponsors an annual international project during which GWRC joins Helps 
International to bring literacy professional learning to teachers and students in Guatemala each 
summer. Please visit the website and contact either Kathy Davin at kdavin@earthlink.net or 
Marnie Garnier at mcgarnier@fcps.edu 
 
We are looking forward to a great year and hope that you will join us!  
 
Best wishes, 
 
Michelle Picard  
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                     International Literacy Project in Guatemala 

 

 
Five educators from Northern Virginia traveled to Guatemala in July as part of the GWRC International Literacy Project:  Jen 
O’Looney (Prince William County), Lisa Weiss (Loudoun County), Nadya Abu-Rish (Fairfax County), Mercedes Oetgen 
(Arlington County), and Kathy Davin (Arlington County – retired).  Below are some of the comments that first-time visitors 
made about their experience: 
 
Being the daughter of immigrants, having traveled to 15 countries, including many developing nations, and working in a Title 
1 school in Northern Virginia, I thought of myself as being quite culturally proficient. I thought I had an understanding of 
where our families came from and the struggles they faced.  I thought I knew it all, but I really had no idea. Spending a week 
in the small, indigenous village of Santa Avelina in Guatemala was an eye-opening experience. Although I was there providing 
literacy training to the staff, I left feeling that I had also received my own professional development. 
Nadya Abu-Rish, 2nd grade teacher, Beech Tree Elementary, Fairfax County 
 
 This week made me realize how diverse Guatemalans are. It also made me reflect on the importance of preserving 
indigenous languages that are spoken by few people in society but that are so important to those people's culture and life. 
Mercedes Oetgen, ESOL teacher Ashlawn Elementary School, Arlington County 
 
The theme for July’s workshop was Formative Evaluation, moving towards differentiated learning and targeted small group 
instruction delivered through guided reading lessons.  A priority for the program is supporting beginning reading instruction 
in the local Mayan language (Ixil).  With support from the visiting team, local teachers wrote lessons for seven newly 
published books and developed a kindergarten through second grade scope and sequence for the 53 books for beginning 
readers now available in Ixil.  Teachers in the intermediate grades explored the many supplemental resources available 
through the Reading A-Z/RazKids subscription provided by GWRC. 
 
En route to the village, the group visited the famous market of Chichicastenango. The team then spent four intense days in 
Sta. Avelina, working with children in the mornings, coaching teachers in the afternoons, eating traditional dishes prepared 
by local women at mid-day, and sleeping on cots in the classrooms at night. The visiting team treated the local teachers to 
an impromptu Fourth of July celebration featuring hot dogs, potato salad, watermelon and lemonade. The last day, the local 
teachers and visiting team visited a vocational education program in a neighboring village. On the return trip, the group 
spent time in colonial Antigua, Guatemala, a UNESCO world heritage site. 

Are you looking for a way to combine adventure, travel, and community service next summer? Are you interested in learning 
about the culture of your Central American students, sharing your expertise, and exploring new and innovative teaching 
methods along with colleagues from across the U.S and Central America? Consider joining us for the annual Reading Week 
of teacher training in Guatemala, in July 2019. Contact Kathy Davin if you would like more information. 
kdavin@earthlink.net.  Fluency in Spanish is not required.  More information about the trip can be found at the GWRC 
GWRC web site (www.gwread.net) under the international tab. 
 
Antigua: Kathy Davin, Lisa Weiss 
    Waterfall: L-R Mercedes Oetgen, Kathy Davin, Nadya Abu-Rish, Jen O’Looney 
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Virginia Readers’ Choice sponsored by the Virginia State 
Reading Association 
 

Virginia Reader’s Choice is a program sponsored by VSRA in partnership with the Virginia 
Association of School Librarians, the Virginia Library Association and the Library of Virginia 
Youth Services.  It is anticipated that school officials will review the books carefully for 
content that is appropriate to their schools, their readers and families.  Students are not 
required to read all the books on any of the lists.  Some Virginia Reader's Choice titles may 
contain controversial themes, mature content, and/or profanity. Some teachers specifically request these titles because they 
know their students are wrestling with these topics, while others choose not to incorporate these materials. Please review 
each title carefully before selecting it. 

Join us with the VSRA Virginia Reader’s Choice project.  The program is designed to “encourage young readers to become 
better acquainted with contemporary books with outstanding literary appeal, to broaden students’ awareness of literature 
as a life-long pleasure, to encourage reading aloud in classrooms as a means of introducing reading for pleasure, and to 
honor favorite books and their authors. 

A winner will be announced for each level- Primary, Elementary, Middle School, and High School. The winning book will 
have gathered the highest number of votes in their category.   The deadline for voting for VRC books is April 15, 2019. The 
winners will be announced in the Spring of each year.” (excerpt from https://www.vsra.org/virginia-readers-choice-
program/ ) Virginia Readers’ Choice sponsored by the Virginia State Reading Association 
 
 
 
Primary List    Elementary:   Middle School  High School 
 
Coyote Moon    The Great Shelby Holmes Garvey’s Choice  And I Darken 
A Piece of Home   Wish    Wolf Hollow  Girl in a Blue Coat 
My Awesome Summer by P. Mantis The Wild Robot   Ghost   The Call 
Tidy     Full of Beans   When Friendship Girl in Pieces 
             Followed Me Home 
Animal Ark    A Poem for Peter  Shadow Liberty  Learning to Swear  
                  In America 
Little Read    Crime Biters   Fuzzy   Star-Touched Queen 
I Am Not a Chair   Hole Story of a Donut  Hideout   The Serpent King 
Penguin Problems   A Long Pitch Home  The Other Boy  Piecing Me Together 
The Legend of Rock Paper Scissors A Boy Called Bat  The Dark Sky  Undefeated 
Ada Twist, Scientist    Just My Luck   Scar Island  When Dimple Met Rishi 
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Celebrating Diverse Books 
 

Windows, Mirrors, and Sliding Glass Doors 
Perhaps you’re familiar with Rudine Sims Bishop’s description of multicultural children’s literature. 
(1990)Perspectives, 1(3), ix–xi): 

Books are sometimes windows, offering views of worlds that may be real or imagined, familiar or strange. 
These windows are also sliding glass doors, and readers have only to walk through in imagination to 
become part of whatever world has been created and recreated by the author. When lighting conditions 
are just right, however, a window can also be a mirror. Literature transforms human experience and 
reflects it back to us, and in that reflection we can see our own lives and experiences as part of the larger 
human experience. Reading, then, becomes a means of self-affirmation, and readers often seek their 
mirrors in books. Below we suggest web sites as sources of books that promote diversity and develop 
empathy with people from other cultures. 

• Pura Belpré Award 
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/belpremedal 
Named for the first Latina librarian at the New York Public Library.  Presented annually to a Latino/Latina writer 
and illustrator whose work best portrays, affirms, and celebrates the Latino cultural experience in an outstanding 
work of literature for children and youth.  
 
2018 Author Award Winner  -- Lucky Broken Girl, by Ruth Behar.  
Fifth-grader Ruthie Mizrahi, newly arrived to the United States from Cuba in the 1960’s, is confined to a full-body 
cast after a life-changing accident. Surrounded by her Cuban-Jewish family and a diverse group of neighbors, 
Ruthie finds strength and courage to heal and grow. 
 
2018 llustrator Award Winner -- La Princesa and the Pea, by Susan Middleton Elya, illustrated by Juana 
Martinez-Neal,  
A tale set amid guinea pigs, stone arches, and fuzzy indigenous Peruvian textiles. Characters play out the 
classic princess-and-the-pea tale—with a twist.  
 
• Américas Book Award for Children’s and Young Adult Literature 
http://claspprograms.org/americasaward 
To encourage and commend authors, illustrators and publishers who produce quality children’s and young adult 
books that portray Latin America, the Caribbean or Latinos in the US, and to provide teachers with 
recommendations for classroom use.  
 
2018 Winners 
Ada’s Violin by Susan Hood  
The Recycled Orchestra of Paraguay has received international attention. It is the story of the children living in the 
main garbage dump for the capital city of Asunciόn and how they became musicians using instruments made of 
recycled trash. Their orchestra becomes so good that they begin to perform around the world. (Grades K-3) 
 
The Only Road  by Alexandra Diaz.  
Describes the journey of a two teenagers traveling from Guatemala to the US. Allows the reader a glimpse into 
what thousands of Central American youth have experienced in recent years.  
 
• Asian/Pacific American Award for Literature 
http://www.apalaweb.org/awards/literature-awards 
To honor and recognize individual work about Asian/Pacific Americans and their heritage, based on literary and 
artistic merit. 
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Children’s Winner: Step Up to the Plate, Maria Singh by Uma Krishnaswami  
Maria Singh just wants to play softball (and wear shorts while doing it) but her Mexican Mamá and old-fashioned 
Punjabi Papi don’t believe that girls should play ball. Set in California 1945, it provides details such as rationing, 
gender inequality, the internment of Japanese Americans. 
 
Picture Book Winner: A Different Pond  by Bao Phi.  
We discover stories of the father’s past at a different pond in his homeland of Vietnam.   

• Middle East Book Awards 
http://www.meoc.us/meoc/book-awards 
Recognizes quality books for children and young adults that contribute meaningfully to an understanding of the 
Middle East and its component societies and cultures.  Books are judged on the authenticity of their portrayal of a 
Middle Eastern subject, as well as on characterization, plot, and appeal for the intended audience. 
 
Picture Book Winner: Lost and Found Cat: The True Story of Kunkush’s Incredible Journey, by Doug 
Kuntz and Amy Shrodes,  
True story about a lost cat’s journey to be reunited with his refugee family gently introduces children to a difficult 
topic and shows how ordinary people can help with compassion and hope.  
 
• American Indian Youth Literature Award 
http://ailanet.org/activities/american-indian-youth-literature-award/ 
Established to identify and honor the very best writing and illustrations by and about American Indians.  Books 
selected to receive the award will present American Indians in the fullness of their humanity in the present and 
past contexts. 
  
2018 Best Picture Book:  Shanyaak'utlaax: Salmon Boy edited by Johnny Marks, Hans Chester, David 
Katzeek, Nora Dauenhauer and Richard Dauenhauer.  
2018 Best Middle School Book: Tales of the Mighty Code Talkers, Volume 1 edited by Arigon Starr. 
2018 Best Young Adult Book:  #Not Your Princess: Voices of Native American Women edited by Lisa 
Charleyboy and Mary Beth Leatherdale. 
 
• Notable Books for a Global Society 
http://clrsig.org/nbgs.php 
The mission is to promote the educational use of children’s books by focusing on recently published children’s 
literature, supportive professional books, issues relative to children’s literature, and current research findings. 
2018 Winners: 25 titles, (see website for titles and descriptions) 
 
• Coretta Scott King Book Awards 
www.ala.org/rt/emiert/cskbookaward 
Given annually to outstanding African American authors and illustrators of books for children and young adults 
that demonstrate an appreciation of African American culture and universal human values.  The award 
commemorates the life and work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and honors his wife, Mrs. Coretta Scott King, for 
her courage and determination to continue the work for peace and world brotherhood. 
  
2018 Author Award Winner:  Piecing Me Together by Renée Watson 
Pulls the reader into Jade's world by sharing Jade's love for the Spanish language and providing a different, yet 
necessary story of Black womanhood.  
2018 Illustrator Award Winner:  Out of Wonder: Poems Celebrating Poets by Kwame Alexander (illustrator:  
Ekua Holmes) 
Mixed-media collage images balance the tone and tenor of the new poems created by the authors, while paying 
homage to each of the featured poets in the subtle detail as extracted from various aspects.  
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     GWRC FALL CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS                               
 

The GWRC Annual Fall Conference was held October 20 at the George Mason Science and Technology Campus in 
Manassas.  The Verizon auditorium served as an intimate venue to spend the day with our keynote speaker Meg Medina.  
Participants spent the morning listen to Meg talk about her books and the importance of children being represented in 
the books in their classrooms.  This new venue also allowed us to have multiple breakout sessions though out the day.  
The topics included: Culturally Appropriate Literature -- choosing books for indigenous populations in Central America and 
in the DMV, Representation Matters: Incorporating Muslim Voices into the Literature of the Classroom, Making Global 
Connections through Reading-Global Read Aloud Expanding African American Stories in the Classroom Using 
Contemporary Children's Literature and The Importance of Diverse Literature in the K-12 Classroom.  A big thank you to 
all our presenters.  Please check out our website at gwread.net for more information and handouts from our conference. 

Presentations will be posted on the website at http://gwread.net/  

• Culturally Appropriate Literature -- Choosing Books for Indigenous Populations in Central America and in the DMV 
with Kathy Davin, GWRC International Project Chair  

• Representation Matters: Incorporating Muslim Voices into the Literature of the Classroom with J-Lynn Van Pelt, 
Director of Reading, Friendship Public Charter School, Izabella Miller and Arabella Zeba, reading specialists, 
Friendship Schools 

• Expanding African American Stories in the Classroom Using Contemporary Children's Literature with J-Lynn Van 
Pelt, Director of Reading, Friendship Public Charter School, Teoshi Edwards and Chandra Key- Curry, reading 
specialists, Friendship Schools 

• The Importance of Diverse Literature in the K-12 Classroom with Bridgett Brookbank, Administrative Coordinator, 
Prince William County Public Schools  

• Making Global Connections through Reading with Cindy Mullin, special education teachers and Debra Sheridan, 
classroom teacher with Loudoun County Public Schools 

Participants also enjoyed a robust book fair with culturally diverse titles, networking with other professional 
meeting publishers and lunch with friends.  
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Professional Development Opportunity 

 
George Mason University’s Literacy program is part of the College of Education and Human Development. Its faculty members 
are currently engaged in a number of projects from local to international. Our graduate certificate and M.Ed. programs are 
designed for classroom teachers interested in strengthening their literacy instruction or preparing to serve as a reading 
specialist. Classes are offered in a hybrid format, combining face-to-face class sessions with online coursework, in a variety of 
locations across Northern Virginia. Our Ph.D. program prepares literacy researchers and scholars. The Literacy specialization 
within Mason’s Ph.D. in Education program is in its 18th year, with many opportunities for students to study a wide array of 
topics and engage in research with faculty. If you are interested in a graduate certificate, master’s degree or a Ph.D. related 
to literacy, please visit http://gse.gmu.edu/literacy-and-reading/ or contact Jennifer Hathaway, Academic Program 
Coordinator for Literacy and GWRC’s George Mason University liaison, at jhathaw2@gmu.edu. 
 
 

 

 Call for Manuscripts 
  

Making Literacy Connections  
The Journal of the Greater Washington Reading Council (GWRC)  

www.gwrc.net | twitter: @GWRCouncil  
2018-2019 publication  

The GWRC Editorial Board invites you to submit manuscripts for consideration for the upcoming issue of Making Literacy 
Connections, the refereed journal of the GWRC, an affiliate of the Virginia State Reading Association (VSRA) and the 
International Literacy Association (ILA).  
You are invited to submit articles of effective classroom practices, successful literacy programs, proven strategies, action 
research, as well as reviews of standard assessments or adopted literacy programs, including those that may involve the use 
of technology.  
Manuscript Guidelines:  
• Manuscripts should be submitted in Microsoft Word format  
• Attach a coversheet with the following information: 

o Your name, affiliation, position  
o Your mailing address  
o Your telephone number(s)  
o Your email address  

• Manuscripts should not contain identifying information (to ensure impartial review)  
• Use APA style manual (www.apa.org), 6th Edition  
• Email manuscripts to MakingLiteracyConnections@gmail.com (please put GWRC Submission in subject)  

 
 
Extended Deadline: December 15, 2018  
Questions: Contact Christy Irish: MakingLiteracyConnections@gmail.com 
  

 
 



GWRC Fall 2018 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

The Greater Washington Reading Council sets its mission as promoting literacy and literacy education in this 
Northern Virginia region. A local affiliate of the Virginia State Reading Association, the Greater Washington 
Reading Council members are committed to supporting teachers, administrators, and the general public in the 
best practices of literacy instruction, pre-K to college and beyond. 
 
Through professional conferences, an online newsletter, an evolving website, and a members-only journal, the 
Greater Washington Reading Council works to support the goals of the Virginia State Reading Association and 
the International Literacy Association https://www.literacyworldwide.org/). Through these professional 
opportunities and continuing education events we, the members and literacy leaders in our region, assist the 
children of Northern Virginia in reaching the literacy standards set by the Commonwealth and the robust 
literacy objectives of the 21st century. 


