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IMPORTANT
DATES


For The Love of Reading Week February
11-15



Book Drive
ruary 11-28
www.gwrc.net

Feb-



VSRA Conference April
18-20, 2013 Virginia
Beach, VA
www.vsra.org



IRA Convention April
19-22, 2013 San Antonio, TX
www.reading.org
Council Meeting Dates:



August 29, 2012



October 10, 2012



November 1, 2012



January 16, 2013



April 24, 2013

Email new Co-Presidents:
Tanya at
tzjones@fcps.edu
or
Jeannie at
Jeannie.Lambert@
lcps.org.edu
for location and times

Welcome to the new Presidents Jeannie Lambert and Tanya Jones June 30, 2013!
Dear Members and Interested Guests,
What an exciting and busy year this has been! I’ve enjoyed this year as President of GWRC
and have learned a great deal about how much enjoyment the Council brings by meeting and
networking with such wonderful individuals throughout the state of Virginia. These professionals, along with the dedicated board members of GWRC, are people I might not have otherwise known had I not moved into the Vice President/Presidential role. Serving in this capacity was truly an honor and an experience I will never forget. Having said this, please welcome
Jeannie Lambert and Tanya Jones, your new co-Presidents for 2013-2014. Jeannie and Tanya
have done a wonderful job together as Vice Presidents, and they are sure to keep things running smoothly and bring fresh ideas and new energy to the Council. Stay tuned.
As I close the year as President, I would personally like to thank the Executive Board members this year for their dedication and the hard work they have committed to in order to ensure the Council continues to fulfill its mission with literacy awareness, professional research
publication, and work within the community and beyond. Without you, this truly would not
be possible. I would like to thank the members for your membership with the Council and
your attendance at the Winter Conference this year with Donalyn Miller. We look forward to
your presence at our next Conference with Susan Zimmerman on December 3, 2013. Zimmerman is an internationally known writer, presenter and workshop leader. Zimmerman’s
bestsellers include Mosaic of Thought (coauthored with Elin Keen) and 7 Keys to Comprehension. We look forward to learning more about comprehension strategies and the
knowledge she will bring.
Lastly, I would like to thank the guests for your interest with visiting our website. As you consider membership with the Council, think about whether you might want to join a meeting to
learn more about Executive Board member roles. People just as yourselves are what keep the
Council forging forward. YOUR voice really CAN, and DOES make a difference!
Thank you and best of wishes for the year of 2013-2014.
Sincerely,

GREATER WASHINGTON
READING COUNCIL

Kathryn M. Miller
GWRC President year, 2012-2013
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April’s VSRA Conference
Literacy Lights the Way at the VSRA Conference in Virginia Beach!
The Conference, which was held April 18-20, was a dynamic and fast-paced
event. General session speakers including Danny Brassell, who stressed giving

Jane O'Connor

students time to read in class; Jeff Wilhelm, who recommended immersing
students in the hands-on experience and joy of books; as well as Jan Richardson, who suggested that giving a poem to a student is the best way to get a
him/her to think, were between concurrent sessions on every aspect of reading from comprehension to word study. A highlight of the conference was the
chance to get fancy with Fancy Nancy author Jane O’Connor. Mrs. O’Connor
was a delightful speaker and shared with the audience that she was the inspiration for Nancy, loving to be fancy when she was young. If you missed this

Jeffrey Wilhelm

year’s conference, be sure to step up to Climbing New Heights to Literacy next
year in Roanoke.

The GWRC Journal
Consider sharing your research and/or best literacy practices with your GWRC colleagues! Write up your Smart Goals for possible recertification points! Submit your
article by July 1, 2013 for consideration by the GWRC Journal Editorial Committee.
Length of article: 500-1000 words. Email Ann Kennedy (a.akennedy@gmail.com)
with questions.

Ann A. Kennedy, Ph.D.
Reading/ESL/English, Arlington Mill High School, 703 228 8239

GWRC
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Membership for next year begins Sept 1st!
Dues are $30.00 and don’t forget as a member of GWRC some of the benefits you will enjoy are:
1. Automatic membership in the Virginia State Reading Association (VSRA) which entitles you to attend
their annual spring conference being held in Virginia Beach, VA this year.
2. An invitation to attend “Afterschool Specials”- which feature presentations from renowned children’s
authors.
3. Opportunities to participate in community based activities in order to spread the “love of reading”
beyond your school.
4. “Members only” Fall Conference featuring a speaker who is a leader in the reading field, and professional development credits.
Even though the yearly membership for GWRC ends June30th, there is still time to join for the 2012-2013
year. Becoming a member this year, entitles you to be eligible to apply for GWRC grants and be nominated
for teacher of the year and administrator of the year next year, which require a 2yr membership status.

Register now, by going to GWRC.net and clicking the membership tab.

Spring Grant Applications
Spring grant applications are in!
GWRC will award two grants. A Teachers as Readers grant will go to Karen
Banks of Park View HS in Loudoun
County to support a collaboration project between English and science teachers. After they read Birthmarked by
Karagh O’Brien, a common book of interest to high school students, the
teachers developed a unit of study that
connects literature to science.

The Nancy King Professional Growth
Grant will go to Dr. Ann Kennedy of Arlington Mill HS in Arlington County to
supplement travel expenses to the IRA
convention in San Antonio, TX. There
she presented and shared her research
on an assessment that she and a colleague developed and piloted in 2012.
This assessment is for secondary teachers of EL students to use in order to
quantify their students’ progress in
reading comprehension.

Linda Kimmel, Grants Chairperson

GWRC
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If you are interested in applying for a
grant that promotes literacy, the fall
deadline is December 15, 2013. Click on
“Grants” on our homepage to find applications and more information about the
grants we offer. The talent and dedication of GWRC’s members to literacy is
amazing.
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Group photo from the 2013 VSRA Conference

Student Membership in GWRC
Attention pre-service teachers and graduate students!
I highly recommend that you join GWRC/VSRA. Membership in these organizations is a great
way to get involved and connect with colleagues locally and across the state. With affordable dues,
two informative journals, and two inspiring conferences, GWRC/VSRA is a wonderful association for
prospective teachers and graduate students interested in literacy.
Seth Parsons, GMU Liaison

Soar As A GWRC Liaison!
One of the first things I did after becoming an educator in Fauquier County was to find my local reading
council, which turned out to be Greater Washington. Fauquier had not been active in the council and I
volunteered to be the liaison. What a great idea for me! I’ve been able to network with my Fauquier
people, some of whom were members, but not taking advantage of the benefits. After three years in the
council, I was named the GWRC Reading Teacher of the Year, I’ve received a $500 grant and one of my
fellow Fauquier members received a $500 grant from GWRC and a $1000 grant from VSRA. I am now the
Secondary Reading Council President and a member of the VA Reader’s Choice MS committee. GWRC
was, and is, my gateway to making a difference in the reading field in my county, region and state.
Brooks Spencer, Fauquier County Liaison
GWRC
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Greater Washington Reading Council Board Roster
2012-13
Executive Board
President: Kathy Miller Millerkx@pwcs.edu (Term ending June 30th,2013)
Co-Vice President: Jeannie Lambert Jeannie.lambert@lcps.org (New President)
Co-Vice President: Tanya Jones tzjones@fcps.edu (New President)
Vice President Elect: Stephanie Fidler / stephanie.Fidler@lcps.org (New Vice President)
Co-Membership: Frances Eroraha FranchesterEroraha@lcps.org / Danielle Ward Danielle.ward@lcps.org
Treasurer: Cyndy Amrhein Cyndy.amrhein@lcps.org
Secretary: Janell Mills MillsJA@pwcs.edu (Term ending June 30th, 2013, entering Barbara Rohr)
Immediate Past President: Tiffany Brocious (Term ending June 30th, 2013, entering executive role VSRA)
Member at Large: Cheryl Carrington carrincj@pwcs.edu
Member at Large and Grants: Linda Kimmel Linda.Kimmel@lcps.org
Member at Large: Michelle Armentrout (Term ending June 30th, 2013, entering Brooks Spencer)

Board of Directors (*Joining for 2013-2014)
Legislative: Open
International Literacy: Kathy Davin Kathleen.Davin@apsva.us
Journal: Ann Kennedy: Ann.Kennedy@apsva.us
Liaison: GMU : Seth Parsons sparson5@gmu.edu
Liaison: Fairfax: *Kristie Johnson, *Megan Brennan
Liaison: Alexandria: Open
Liaison: Loudon: *Lisa Brunson
Liaison: Manassas Park: Virginia Bowerman Virginia.bowerman@mpark.net
Liaison: Arlington: Lara MacDonald lara.macdonald@apsva.us
Liaison: Fauquier: Brooks Spencer bspencer@FCPS1.org
Teacher of the Year and Administrator of the Year: Open
Communications Website: Matt Casto matthew.casto@loudon.k12.va.us
Grants: Linda Kimmel Linda.kimmel@lcps.org
Family Literacy: Tanya Jones tzjones@fcps.edu
Secondary Reading: Lisa Hughes lisa.hughes@lcps.org
Administrator and Reading: Beth Cipriano beth.cipriano@lcps.org
Adult Literacy: Kathy Miller Millerkx@pwcs.edu
Virginia Readers’ Choice: Brooks Spencer bspencer@FCPS1.org
Nominations: Open
Newspaper and Reading: *Karen Banks Karen.banks@lcps.org

GWRC
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Greater Washington Reading Council
Fall 2013

GWRC Board Members
Jeannie Lambert, Co-President

Presidents’ Message
Jeannie Lambert

Tanya Jones, Co-President
Stephanie Fidler, Vice-President
Lisa Hughes, Vice-President Elect
Frances Erorha, Membership
Cyncy Amrhein, Treasurer
Barbara Rohr, Corresponding/
Recording Secretary
Kathy Miller, Immediate PastPresident
Brooks Spencer, Member-at-Large
Cheryl Carrington, Member-atLarge
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Greetings! Welcome to another year of
professional growth opportunities with
the Greater Washington Reading Council. As a professional association of
educators and an affiliate of the Virginia State Reading Association, and
the International Reading Association,
GWRC ‘s continuing mission is to promote literacy and literacy education
throughout Northern Virginia. We fulfill
our mission by providing many professional growth opportunities exclusively
for our members including an annual
conference, grants, a professional
journal, leadership opportunities, and
“For the Love of Reading” community
outreach events held throughout the
region during the month of February.
This year, we are expanding our service to our members by upgrading our

Tanya Jones

registration process for our annual
conference, communicating and networking with other literacy professionals and organizations through
Twitter, creating a wider audience for
the GWRC Journal authors by making
published articles available on EBSCO,
and creating a Digital Literacy position
on the Board. GWRC remains committed to serving the growing needs of its
members.
We invite members to check
www.gwrc.net for grant opportunities
and for upcoming news about our
events. Please contact Tanya Jones or
Jeannie Lambert for questions or
more information.

FCPS PIP (Partners in Print)
See story on page 4

GWRC Fall Conference, December 3, 2013
Susan Zimmerman will be the featured speaker at the GWRC fall
conference at the Waterford at
Fair Oaks. Ms. Zimmerman, an
internationally-known speaker, is
the co-author of Mosaic of Thought
and 7 Keys to Comprehension.
Mosaic of Thought demonstrates
how to use comprehension strate-

gies to explicitly teach reading
comprehension. The 7 Keys to
Comprehension guides educators
and parents in helping children to
read deeply and thoughtfully. She
has been a trustee of the Colorado
Outward-Bound School and has
served as board-chair of the Women’s Wilderness Institute. She loves

to backpack in the Utah desert and
climb Colorado’s 14,000 foot peaks.
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International Literacy Project

Sara Henshaw & Jennifer
O’Looney pose with children

“Since 2011, GWRC
has contributed to
the purchase of

Five teachers from
Northern Virginia
joined colleagues
from Texas and Michigan last summer to
spend a week offering workshops on
best practices in
literacy instruction
and coaching in
classrooms at a
model school in the The Centro Educativo Privado Experiregion of Guatemala mental Will9am C. Bottnan is a K-6 school
known as the Ixil
located in Santa Avelina, Guatemala
Triangle. Ixil is the
local indigenous language, one of 23 Mayan lanAthing and Kaitlyn Konicki, both
guages spoken in the highlands
of whom teach at Herndon Middle School, worked with 2nd &
of Guatemala.
3rd grade teachers on developing vocabulary in a second lanJennifer O’Looney (Prince Wilguage. (For children in this
liam County Public Schools) and region Spanish is the second
Sarah Hinshaw (George Mason
language). Kathy Davin, a readUniversity) worked with teaching specialist at Key School in
ers in grades 4-6 on enhancing Arlington, coached teachers of
comprehension skills by using
preschool-first grade on teachgraphic organizers. Kaitlyn
ing beginning readers in their
first language (Ixil).

books and other
materials to
support literacy
instruction at the
school.”

Kaitlyn Atching and Kaitlyn Konickj

Since 2011, GWRC has contributed to the purchase of books and
other materials to support literacy instruction at the school,
which is partially funded by
Helps International
(www.helpsinternational.org).
Teachers from throughout the
region visit the school and attend the workshops offered
there. Part of the Literacy Project involves assisting local
teachers in the publication of
books for beginning readers
written in their home language
(Ixil).
You do not have to be fluent in
Spanish to participate; students
from the University of San Carlos in Guatemala City accompany the US teachers and serve
as translators. More information can be found at the
GWRC web site (www.gwrc.net)
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Literacy and Media in Education
A new committee at GWRC, Litera-

use of literacy skills in a variety of

digital newsletter that can be

an excerpt of the introduction of the

cy and Media in Education, will be

mediums. In order to achieve the

accessed both through subscrip-

blog by Mark Walsh, who will be spon-

exploring issues presented in the

first goal, the committee is sharing

tion, and for some articles, free.

soring the blog.

media that impact literacy educa-

a resource that can be accessed

A new blog is being introduced by

tors. The committee will also be

by educators to update their

Education Week, which directly

presenting strategies useful in the

knowledge of issues on a state and

focuses on news coverage of

classroom to encourage children’s

national level. Education Week is a

education issues. The following is

Covering Education, From the Printed Page to the Big Screen
By Mark Walsh, Sept 3, 2013 Education Week
There are many questions to be

challenges. There is very little

reporters' responsibilities

explored by all the stakeholders in

serious reporting of education

stretched to general assignment

our educational community. How

issues by national news outlets, a

reporting, and their general as-

well are newspapers, magazines,

2009 Brookings report concluded.

signment reporters covering sto-

radio and TV stations, and Web-

"In general, local papers appear to

ries that once constituted a beat."

only news outlets covering

be more substantive and to devote

Broadcast TV, cable, and radio

schools? What do the financial

greater attention to education

outlets are a part of the landscape,

challenges of the media industry in

policy and school reform than do

with many local outlets doing

recent years mean for resources

national news organizations," the

award-winning work. But only a

to cover education? What are

report said.

handful of national or local broad-

some of the outstanding national

Yet local coverage of education

casters have dedicated education

and local efforts that deserve

has faced a steady drumbeat of

beat reporters.

wider attention? Which stories

cuts because of the economic

Though his role with this blog is

have missed the mark, or display

collapse affecting newspapers,

not to be Education Week's

some misunderstandings about the

magazines, and broadcast outlets.

"ombudsman"—a reader repre-

intricacies of education policy?

In a 2010 follow-up report, Brook-

sentative or ethics editor—he will

As the Brookings Institution in

ings said: "The most basic problem

be covering the newspaper itself

Washington has documented in a

is a broad decline in the number of

and its coverage when develop-

series of reports over past four

education beat reporters. As news

ments warrant it.

years, education journalism in the

organizations have cut budgets,

United States faces some daunting

news rooms have seen their beat

Mark Walsh has been
associated with
Education Week for
many years as a
reporter, editor, and
blogger. He is the author
of The School Law Blog
at Education Week, and a
contributing writer
covering education law
and the U.S. Supreme
Court. He plans to
continue those roles.
Now Education Week has
asked him to take a look
at how education policy
is covered in the general
news media.
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Media Activities for Students:
Teachers can collect three or four different types of newspapers to bring into the classroom, or access online. Teachers can introduce the sections of a newspaper using the same strategies that are appropriate for introducing a textbook, cover, table of
contents, etc., both in paper and online. Once students become aware of the sections, they can list types of information they might
gather from each section, and describe why that section might be valuable or helpful to them. Further activities could be developed to determine the difference in style of writing in the newspaper, versus their favorite story or novel. Such comparisons fit
very well into understanding “author’s purpose” or “audience.”

Dr. Tiffany Brocious, Past
President of GWRC, has been
elected as the new 2013-14
VSRA Vice- President. She is
extremely proud to represent GWRC as a member on
the VSRA Executive Board.
As she moves up the VSRA
Executive Board ladder, she

will be responsible for organizing the 2015 VSRA Conference in Richmond, VA. If
you are interested in helping
her with planning, please
send her an email at

Registration for the 2014 VSRA Conference is well underway. It will take
place from March 20-22, 2013 in
Roanoke, VA. Please visit
www.vsra.org for information on
registering for the Conference.

tbrociou@lcps.org.

Join the Virginia Reader’s Choice Committee!

https://www.vsra.org/virginia-readers-choice/

Brooks Spenser represents
GWRC and Fauquier County on
the Virginia Reader’s Choice
committee for middle school
selection. All four committees,
primary, elementary, middle
and high school, met October
26th to determine the 2014
list. There are ten members
on each committee. The committees meet twice a year at
Virginia Piedmont Community
College in Charlottesville in

April and October. From now
to the April meeting, members
are reading and looking for the
best examples in literature and
nonfiction for their age group.
In May, each member nominates three books. Then, the
whole group reads those 30 or
so books and narrows it down
to 10 with a couple of alternates. Alternates are chosen
in case one or two of the
books can’t be guaranteed by

the publisher. It’s fun and
exciting, but you have to commit to doing a lot of reading. If
anyone is interested in being
on the committee, they can go
to the link on VSRA and fill in
an application. The standard
term is three years. We need
representation from our area. The 2014 list will be announced in January or February.

Greater Washington Reading Council

Battle of the Books Competition
Karen Banks & Laura Gray

Loudoun County Reading Specialists select titles covering
a number of genres, including
fiction, nonfiction, humor,
mysteries, science fiction and
fantasy. Students on the
Battle of the Books team from
each participating school
read as many of the books as
possible (10 titles per year).
They meet regularly with the
reading specialists and librarians to discuss the books
and practice answering questions about them. Teams
compete in an annual Battle,
vying for the coveted Golden

Book trophy. All high schools in
Loudoun County compete, first in
the semi-finals and then in the
final battle two weeks later.
Comments from student Battlers
reflect how much they enjoy the
academic challenge this provides, and for many, the first
time they have enjoyed a reading
activity. This year’s book selections are: Revolution by Jennifer
Donnelly; Dirty Little Secrets by
C. J. Omololu; Lost in the River of
Grass by Ginny Rorby; Snow
Child by Eowyn Ivey; Hold Me
Closer, Necromancer by Lish

McBride; Rocketboys by
Homer H. Hickam, Jr.; The
Fault in Our Stars by John
Green; Awaken by Katie Kacvinski; Full Body Bur-

den: Growing Up in the Nuclear Shadow of Rocky Flats by
Kristen Iversen; A Monster
Calls by Patrick Ness and Jim
Kay.

It’s Elementary: Literacy Outreach in FCPS
Tanya Zinn Jones: Families and Reading

Thirty-one Title I elementary
schools in Fairfax County host
literacy nights using the Partners in Print (PIP) curriculum. PIP is a parentinvolvement program designed for both beginning and
fluent readers and their parents. The PK-2nd grade sessions focus on topics such as

phonemic awareness, conventions of print, the reading/writing connection, and
drawing meaning from text.
Students and parents attending workshops for fluent
readers in upper elementary
classrooms may learn about
digital literacy, nonfiction text
formats, sports literacy, and
the way words work. The goal
of these workshops is for
children to learn essential
strategies and skills to elevate their reading. Parents
learn how to help their children succeed as teachers
share their expertise. Workshops are hands-on, interac-

tive, and highly engaging.
Each student receives a free
book at the end of the evening
through funds provided by
Title I. Many schools combine
this evening with a PTA book
fair which usually results in
strong attendance. Research
shows that building strong
home-school partnerships
positively impacts student
achievement. Partners in
Print is one way that literacy
leaders can launch a literacy
outreach to parents who
want to help their children to
become better readers.
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Newsletter Design by:
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Laura Gray

The Greater Washington Reading Council sets its mission as promoting literacy
and literacy education in this Northern Virginia region. A local affiliate of
the Virginia State Reading Association, the Greater Washington Reading Council

Visit us on the web!
http://www.gwrc.net/

members are committed to supporting teachers, administrators, and the general
public in the best practices of literacy instruction, pre-K to college and beyond.
Through professional conferences, an online newsletter, an evolving website, and
a members-only journal, the Greater Washington Reading Council works to support the goals of the Virginia State Reading Association and the International
Reading Association. Through these professional opportunities and continuing
education events we, the members and literacy leaders in our region, assist the
children of Northern Virginia in reaching the literacy standards set by the Commonwealth and the robust literacy objectives of the 21st century.

We are looking for contributions from members!
If you have a program, instructional strategy, or news
item you would like to share,
please email us:
Karen.Banks@lcps.org
Laura.Gray@lcps.org

GWRC Fall 2103 Grants
Linda Kimmel, Grants Chairperson

GWRC offers grants to teachers
that are working on projects to
promote literacy learning in the
Greater Washington area.
There are three grants offered
by GWRC. The Community Outreach Grant is awarded to
GWRC members who wish
to enrich literacy work within
their schools and communities.
Members who wish to continue

their study of literacy, present
at literacy conferences, and/or
participate in other literacy
professional growth scholarship can apply for The Nancy
King Professional Growth Grant.
In addition, the Teachers-asReaders Grant is available for
members who wish to pursue a
focused study of literacy. For
applications, click on “GRANTS”

on our home page. The deadline for fall grant applications
is December 15, 2013.
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